The Youth We Provide Mentors For
Youth that are referred to A Family for Every Child Mentor Program are youth who currently reside in state foster care.  These children are currently living away from their biological families due to issues of abuse or neglect.  Each child is in need of a consistent positive role model in his or her life.  While each child may have positive influences, they are more susceptible to emotional issues, learning issues, truancy, and peer-related issues.  A Mentor can often be a crucial element in helping the child to succeed. The children share one or more of the following concerns;

· Disrupted home situation, due to traumatic events that can cause the child to develop emotional and behavior issues. 

· Low achievement in school, the youth may be performing at an academic level below that of their peers and may have repeated one or more grades.

· Limited participation in extracurricular activities.  Often the child has not had the opportunity to participate in any enriching experiences, therefore they have missed the chance thus far to nurture their talents and interact with adults from their community. 

· Limited affection, often there has been no one in their lives that has provided them with safe outward expressions of affection such as hugging, smiles, and positive words of encouragement.  Expressing positive and appropriate affection towards the youth in one of the most important things that we can do. 

As a mentor, if you can establish a strong, sincere relationship with the youth that you mentor, there will be a positive change in that child’s life whether it is immediately apparent or not.  Nationwide statistics show that children with one-to-one volunteer contacts have a 25% decrease in contact with the police.  It also shows that it can improve that child’s school performance by 15% in reading and 18% in math – all because people take a little time each month to share their time and love with a child. 
