In November 2006 we started a volunteer based, non-profit organization whose
mission is to develop programs to assist children waiting in foster homes to find a
“Forever Family” . . . permanent adoption. Most of these children are over the age
of 6, part of a sibling group, have some physical, mental or emotional disabilities
or are part of an ethnic childhood in multiple foster placements. The Heart Gallery
is based on a simple principle. Professional photographers volunteer their time to
take meaningful and compelling portraits of these children. We then display the
framed portraits in public venues to increase community awareness. Often family’s
hearts are touched by a particular child and they are inspired to begin the adoption
process. Often a Forever Family is found where a child can belong for life. Heart
Galleries have been successful all over the country, but Lane County has seen an
exceptional response with 97% of the children featured at our first opening find-
ing their Forever Families. Generous contributions from community members and
businesses have made it all possible. Through dedicated volunteer efforts several
additional projects have been created in conjunction with the Heart Gallery to meet
various needs of foster children and adoptive families. Together we can make a dif-
ference in the lives of Oregon’s children who are waiting for a
Forever Family to call their own.
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